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In April and May this grove of azaleas 
come in full bloom, accented by the 
young green leaves of spring. You can 
enjoy any season in this well-lit woodland 
with its many types of trees.

Travelers always used this rock as a 
bench, so it got the name, "Ikoi Ishi" or 
The Rest Rock. The cool wind coming 
over this ridge makes it an excellent 
place to take a break.

Just after you leave the forestry road, 
you should see a short stone wall called 
a "shishigaki" paralleling the path.  This 
was built to keep wild boar from ravaging 
the crops.

This is the perfect place to take a break 
with a spectacular view. Two poems 
written by the travel writer Suzuki 
Bokushi in the Edo period (1603 - 1868) 
are written on boards put up here.

D i s t a n c e
Walking time
L e v e l
The Course

Approx. 7.5Kｍ　ｆrom Umegadani Station to Kii-Nagashima Station
2hrs. and 30mins.

　　　　　　　　　　　　About 300 years ago, these roads were 
being repaired and this route replaced the old steeper 
route, Tsuzura Pass making this the official entrance to the 
Kii Provence and Kumano. After crossing the pass, there is 
a deciduous forest, much like you would have seen 300 
years ago.
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Elevation 357 meters.  This is the first 
point where pilgrims heading to the 
Kumano Three Grand Shrines first get a 
look at the Sea of Kumano.

The dethroned Emperor Kazan on a pilgrimage to Kumano 
came here and set up a miniature version of the Saigoku 
Kannon Pilgrimage of 33 Buddhist temples worshiping deities 
of mercy.  The 33 statues of mercy here on this miniature 
version represent each of the temples on the official pilgrimage.

The stone path zig-zags its way through 
the plush green of the ferns, it almost 
looks like stitching by a seamstress.

Along the valley, you can see stone walls 
here and there. Their history goes way 
back, and they have protected the road 
from years and years of wind and rain 
erosion.

D i s t a n c e
Walking time
L e v e l
The Course

Approx. 9.5Kｍ ｆrom Umegadani Station to Kii-Nagashima Station
4hrs.

　　　　　　　　　　　　This pass was at one point, the border between 
the province of Ise and the province of Kii. About 300 years ago 
when Nisaka Pass replaced this path as the main road and gateway 
to Kumano, this was only used by locals to get to the next village until 
the 1930s.  The well preserved stonework makes the steep 
switchbacks worth the work.
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